
   

 

Climate Conversations - Our Changing Climate, 
Seasons and Traditions 
MARCH 28, 2020, 1-4 PM 

 

It’s nearly here! Climate Generation: A Will Steger Legacy and Three Rivers Park District 
are co-hosting a solutions-focused series of conversations and events about the changing 
climate and our community. This spring, Eastman is hosting the 4th Climate Conversation 
in this series. With our abundance of sugar maple trees, the focus of this conversation will 
be all about how the changes in our climate are impacting our forests and, as a result, 
maple syruping.  
 
We will have a keynote speaker, Joseph Rousu, who is the founder 
and Chief Operations Officer of Ogema Organics. He is a member of 
the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe and resident of the White Earth 
Reservation. He is a traditional harvester of wild rice, maple syrup, 
and furbearers, and makes his living off of the land. He will bring a 
Native perspective to our climate crisis conversation.  
 
The afternoon will not only have speakers on the climate crisis topic, but also educational 
stations throughout the sugar bush, food (can you say: maple syrup tastings?), and a 
resource fair to learn about climate change solutions you can take home and act upon 
right now.  
 
We encourage you to attend,  but also to volunteer your time. Help us set up and take 
down, and help with some of our stations. If interested in volunteering for this incredible 
event, please contact our staff! We hope to see you out in our sugar bush this March.  
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Volunteer Newsletter 

EASTMAN NATURE CENTER/ THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT  

The mission of Three Rivers Park District is to promote environmental stewardship 

through recreation and education in a natural resources-based park system. 

Volunteer Recognition 
Breakfast 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 9:30AM TO 11:30AM,  
EASTMAN NATURE CENTER 

 

We invite you all, whatever your level of involvement, to our annual 
Volunteer Recognition Event, where staff have the 
opportunity to say “Thanks!” for all your help and to 
keep you informed about our staff, programs, and 
facilities. This year we will be hosting a Saturday 
morning breakfast for you all featuring your morning 
favorites.  
 

RSVP by April 16 to 763-694-7700.  

Editor: Lauren Borer, Elaine Tucker 

Spring 
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 Volunteer Needs 

PLEASE CALL EASTMAN NATURE CENTER, 763-694-7700,  
TO SIGN UP FOR A SPECIFIC EVENT. 

WANTED:              
BEHIND-THE-SCENES 

SYRUP SEASON 
HELPERS 

 

Do you have availability in 
March/early April? All days! 
Staff: Elaine 
 
Sap-gatherers carry 5 gallon 
buckets of liquid from the 
forest, wagon available. 
 
Fire tenders boil sap in the 
cauldron (half– and full-day 
shifts) and talk to visitors. 
 
Canning helpers finish off, 
filter, and jar our syrup. 
 
Training provided. 

 

WOODCOCK STALK  
 
Training:  
Tuesday, April 7  
   7-9pm 
Dates:  
Tuesday, April 14  
   6:30-9pm  
Thursday, May 7  
   7-9:30pm  
Staff: Elaine  
 
Assist as the “caboose”   
behind a group or, once 
trained, as a small-group 
leader.  
 
Stalkers must have good 
hearing and be comfortable 
walking off-trail after dark, 
sometimes squatting and 
rising to walk repeatedly. 

SYRUP SEASON 
EVENT DATES 

 
Check-in and Workday: 
Tuesday, February 25 
          9:30-12:30 
Usher in spring: help pull 
equipment from storage, set 
up the display, check on the 
trees, and ask questions. 
 
Preschool Program Help: 
Saturday, March 7 
          9:30 AM– Noon 
Assist Christy with a parent 
& preschooler program. Tap 
a maple tree, teach syrup-
making, and serve snack.  
 
Syrup Making Demos:  
Sundays,  
March 8, 15, 22, 29 1-4 PM 
Call Elaine to get trained in 
and signed up to help.  

 
 
Maple Syrup Festival:  
Saturday, March 21 1-4 PM 
Help Brandon with activities, 
refreshments, crafts, games, 
and hosting.  

 
VOLUNTEER & STAFF 
TAP-PULL PARTY 
 
Date: Tuesday,  
March 31st  12:30-2:30 
Staff: Elaine 
 
Come help us shut down the 
sugar bush!! Join staff for 
lunch at noon, then we will 
head out to pull taps, scrub 
buckets, and put away the 
supplies of the season. Stick 
around for a maple treat 
reward for all your hard 
work!  

EGG-STRAVAGANZA 
PRE-EVENT 

 

 
Dates: Anytime before      
            April 9  
Staff: Vicky  
 
 

Pre-event help needed with 
assembling signage, stuffing  
eggs, and prepping craft    
materials. 
 
Contact Vicky to come in   
at your convenience before 
the event. 

EGG-STRAVAGANZA 
Double the days!  
Double the Fun! 

 
Date: Thursday April 9  
           Friday, April 10 
          9 AM-4 PM 

Staff: Vicky 
 
 
 
Assist with a craft, “egg on” 
game participants, bunny-sit 
the live rabbits, paint  
whiskers on kids’ faces, or 
set up and monitor the        
egg-hunt trail. Volunteer for 
one or both days. 

NATURAL EGG-DYE 
 
 
Date: Saturday, April 11 
          9:30 AM-12:30 PM                      
Staff: Vicky 
 
 
 

Help families use natural 
dyes to color eggs. Help 
heat the dyes, set up for   
the programs, coach       
participants, and clean-up       
afterwards.         

COFFEE FOR BIRDS  
 
 
Date: Saturday, May 2 
          9AM –1PM 
Staff: Brandon 
 
Come to a training ahead of 
time and learn how to roast 
coffee beans in a popcorn 
popper. Help guests with 
operating their poppers. 
Assist on a birding hike 
aimed at beginning birders. 

EXHIBIT AREA 
MINDER 
 
 

Dates: Monthly, flexible 
Training: call to schedule 
Staff: Elaine 
 
Several display pieces 
switch out monthly or    
seasonally. Adopt the short 
monthly task of switching 
out table-top items, puzzles, 
and children’s area books.  

DRAGONFLY 
MONITORING 
 
 

Dates: May-September 
Training: call to schedule 
Staff: Christy 
 
Identify dragonflies and help 
track species occurrence  
throughout the summer, 
once a week or once a 
month, depending on your 
schedule. 

MONARCH LARVA 
MONITORING 
  
Dates: June-August 
Training: call to schedule 
Staff: Elaine 
 
  

Contribute to international 
research counting monarch 
larvae in the field. Flexible 
level of involvement: two 
hours per week, weeks split 
among all volunteers       
involved.  

PHENOLOGY      
MONITORING 
 
Dates: Year-round 
Training: call to schedule 
Staff: Elaine 

 

Hike the trails once a week 
and record observations 
about a specific assigned 
plant or animal for use in 
our displays. Training is  
provided. No experience 
necessary.  
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Santa Hikes 
Santa hikes keep growing and growing! We 
added another time slot this year, so we had 5 
different opportunities for kids to visit Santa. 
As always a special thanks to “Santa” Dan 
Moore, but also all the fantastic elf helpers: 
Carol Klitzke, Patty Kowal, Deb Lewis, Martha 
Pakan, Andrew and Anthony van de Ligt. 
 
Candle Making Workshop  
Thank you to Gene Lau, Jenny Palmberg, Deb 
Lewis, Anthony van de Ligt and Martha Pakan 
for helping with the Candlemaking Workshops 
in November. They were so valuable in helping 
to melt wax, prep supplies, and assist program 
participants with making beautiful candles. 
 
Winter Beach Party 
Thank you so much to TWENTY-TWO different 
amazing Winter Beach Party volunteers for an 
awesome two day event! We had 450 visitors 
total who enjoyed sand play, minnow races, 
face painting, popcorn, games, live animals 
and more. Thanks especially to those who 
helped set up and clean up the event. 
 
Bonfire Fun on Sundays 
Thanks to John, Gene, Deb, and Carol for 
helping with our Bonfire Fun on Sundays 
program! People enjoyed playing games, 
building forts, and snowshoeing! 

Thank Yous 

New Adventures for Lauren  

WWMIF Mulled Wine  
Thanks to Gene, Judy, Deb, and Paul for 
helping to make the mulled wine hike a 
success! Nothing is better than hiking on a cold 
night and coming into the building to smell a 
fresh batch of gluehwein! We had 20 guests 
participate, and everybody had a great time! 
Our volunteers even sacrificed watching the 
playoff game to help. 
 
Valentine’s Brunch  
A big thank you to all the folks who helped out 
with this year’s Valentine’s Brunch! This year 
there was snow for snowshoeing!!! Kevin 
McKinney created woodburned ornaments for 
each couple and Martha Pakan worked behind 
the scenes filling jars of honey. Thanks to the 
other volunteers who helped out outdoors with 
our trivia trail, snowshoeing and the fire with 
hot cocoa bar: Deb Lewis, Gene Lau, Liz & Earl 
Stabenow, and Paul & Judy Schlick. Everyone 
had a wonderful morning! 
 
Keep on chuggin’... 
Gene Lau, John Probst, Carol Klitzke, and Deb 
Lewis have each put in an extra afternoon or 
evening or two this past quarter as a trail-hike 
“caboose”: for Scouts, for youth program 
participants, and for the general public.  
They must’ve done great: we didn’t lose 
ANYONE on the trails! 

As some of you know, this winter I have moved on to another adventure in life taking a full time 
job at Mohonk Preserve in the Hudson River Valley of New York State. As I like to say, the job is 
the same but different. I will be the Education Outreach Coordinator for the Preserve scheduling 
and staffing outreach programs in local schools. The outreach topics will be history/archaeology, 
aquatic animal diversity, aquatic ecology, and climate change. The job also will consist of leading 
school field trips on site in the fall and spring and summer camps too. Many of these things are 
very similar to what Eastman is so great at doing, but it will be in the 
Catskill Mountains of New York.  
 

The years of working here have been wonderful and Minnesota will  
definitely will be missed. However, New York and New England is also 
where I grew up and have family and friends. I will be able to reconnect 
with so many people and maybe finally visit New York City! Working with 
all of the staff and volunteers here has been truly one of the best work  
experiences I have ever had. I’m so sad to leave here (there have been 
tears in this decision making process), but I am ready and excited for this 
new adventure! Thank you all for five incredible years!  

15th Annual W. H. Eastman Birthday Bird Hike — Saturday, April 25, 7-9am  
JOIN US! Come along with other volunteers and staff, with naturalist Brandon as guide, on a   
casual hike looking and listening for local birds and early migrants to honor the 129th anniversary 
of our namesake’s birth. Meet in front of Eastman. Volunteer Breakfast afterward. Call to RSVP. 

https://www.mohonkpreserve.org/
https://www.mohonkpreserve.org/what-we-do/environmental-education/outreach-programs.html


Eastman Nature Center 
13351 Elm Creek Road 
Osseo, MN 55369 
 
Phone: 763.694.7700 
ThreeRiversParks.org 
 
 
Return Service Requested 

 Climate Conversation 

Printed on recycled paper 
containing at least 30% 
post-consumer paper fibers. 

Want more information about Climate 
Generation and the Climate Conversation 
series throughout Three Rivers Parks?  
 
Visit the Climate Generation website where you 
will find information about out upcoming March 
28th program and more:  
 
https://www.climategen.org/our-core-
programs/community-convenings/climate-
conversations-series/ 
 
 

We could always use ... 
 
 Suet 
 Cool Whip bowls 

 White Pine (long) or Red 
Pine (round, palm-sized) cones 

 Seashells, about 2”, clean and unbroken 

Wish List  

Amazon Wish List  
We have an Amazon Wish List!! Looking for 
more ways to give to Eastman? You can 
browse our Wish List and have the item 
shipped directly to us! You don’t even have to 
leave the comfort of your 
home or get out of your 
pjs!  
 
Here’s the link to our wish 
list: 
http://a.co/8DLPWaA  

https://www.climategen.org/our-core-programs/community-convenings/climate-conversations-series/admn-file-vm03/users$/104402/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.climategen.org/our-core-programs/community-convenings/climate-conversations-series/
https://www.climategen.org/our-core-programs/community-convenings/climate-conversations-series/
https://www.climategen.org/our-core-programs/community-convenings/climate-conversations-series/
https://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/30DQLQECZTX26/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_NNqAAb7HWECVR

